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I ſaw a mighty eAnge!l come downe from Heanen, cloathed with a 
Cloud; and the Ramebow vpon his beard, and his face was 4s the 
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Swnne, and his feete as Pullars of fire. 
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moſt Honourable Priuy Counſel , 
Bleſsings as thicke as the dew 
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SUN? other Embleems, 
42: this troubleſome 
World is fitted | 
With the Sea, and 
amongſt all Seas 
( for tumultuouſ- 
Ml nee and brittle- 
Into which tur- 
bulent | 
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ro throw ſtones at a haires bredth; Againſ} 
-conder your Thrice-Honourable Title (like 
' againſt Atheiſts and their Altes ; 


thoſe Merchants,who ſet forth their Ships , 


 Aduenture, Fs reard of ber Lading, Inre- 


and the Swallow, will be glad to neStle them- 
ſelues necre the very Altars of the Lord 


bulent element, I haue aduentured this ſmall | | 
Paper-Veſlell: where(I doubt not )hut it ſhall | 
encounter with many detrafling Pyrats,whoſe |. 
teeth are in their tongues, and their tongues | 
like arrowes, bitter words ; many left-han- 
ded Beniamites,whoſe only commendation is, 


whom, ( ſince Honour hath bzene alwayes an 
enemy to Detrattion) I haue ſhielded my ſelfe 


Teucer vnder the Target of Aiax) to let flye 
And like 


with ſuch names as Hope,(their Godmother) 
{hall giuz them ; Thaue calld mine the, Good- 


ſpe& of her Patron. 

If Thaue dont amilſe in Looking ſo high for 
Patronage,1 do as humbly craue your Honors 
pardon: It was Ajettion that committed the 
oſfence,and your Noble ſelfe may be the Tudge 
to inflict puniſhment. Then, good my Lord,ex- 
cuſe me from preſumption ; the filly Sparrow, 


God. 
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Dedicatorie. 


God. Thus reſting betwixt Hope and Feare, 
by reaſon of your Illuſtrious Knowledge, 
(quoniam viſus in videndo lucem forrem 
doler & patitur ) 1 humbly take my leaue 
with the reſolution of the Courtier , Cui pa- 
rumrefert quomodo a cxteris xltimetur, 
dummodo principi ſe probet: And with 
(Iobs wiſh) that the Prouidence of God eucr 
be pon your Tabernacle, Iremaine 


YourLordfhips deuoted 


.1n all dutic, 


Cant, Perſpefs, 
l.1$Y0p.1. 


Joba19.4. 
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E* guid ſum, niſi cophinus Seminateris > Ile in me 
' Cponere dignatas oft que wobts ſpargo: Nolute atten. 

| deread uiiltatem cophini, ſed ad claritatem $ems- 

| 845, & poteſtatem Semmatoris : Auguſt, 
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THE GOOD AD- 


© VENTVRE: 
__ REvEL-4.2,3, | 
Verſe 2. Behold,a Throwe was {ct in Heauewn , and one 
[ate pon the Throne. | | 
Verſe 3. 4nd hethat ſate,was to looke pon like unto a E- 
Jaſpar flone,and a Sardine tone ; And there 
mas 4 Rainbow round about the Throne , in \ 
fight like unto an Emerald. 


= Am heere Scitated for the ſeaſon, as it | Occafion. 
v9] were vpon an /ſthmor, berweene two —_ 
deeper 5; Theoneof the Sprrit that mones 
2 vpor the waters, with that mipbty 
CIS] ets] inde which commeth from Heawen : 
HY Za SH T he other, of the botromleſle Ocean of | 
SUR the Trimie, For my owne part, I am| * f 
ynwilling to be thought a ſhadow of the Subſtance going | M- chefin 
before, or torobthe'T; emple of his right: And thereforc | of the Temple, 
according to my Station, | will ſcatter my Mcdications on | © Preach on 
both lides,and with S. Perer walke vpon the water. In the | 1101 20 
mecane time, after, ſane me. | as, 30- 
Firſtchen I ſhall ſhew you, thatthere is one that oo | Diuiſion ge- 
B ls 


Gen, 1. 
Als 2, | 


| nerall, 
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i That there is a 
God : againſt 
Atheiſts. 


P/alinar. 

L. Chancellony | | 
med. ſacr de 
Atheiſms. 


| with their reſolute and diflolutereaſon, to tell their ſoules 


The good Aduenture. 


fit vyponthe Throne; that doth gouernethe world with 
the Sceprer of his Pronidence, 

Secondly, what Hee isthat doth fie yponthe Throne, 

Thirdly,of his. e Artribmes,reſembled by theſe Stones, 
& ro giuea ghanceat theſe precious gemmes, like the blind 
man that goeth in the Sunne 3; that while my heare doth 
admire God: gicarnelle, my lippes might labour to ſhew 
forth his praiſc, Theſe arc Three generall heads,of which I | 

intend to ſpeake, | 1 

Firft,that there is a God, that one fitteth on the Throne. [| 
mighe ſceme co bee burdened with a needlcile labour, to. 
adde vnto thefulneſle of the Sea,or to light þ Candlcat the 
height of noone, in labouring to ſhew that there isaG op: 
whereas there is not the lealt. creature innature, bur doth 
lowdly proclaime him in the cares of the world. 

But ſuch is the groſenelle of theſe our daies,and ſo high 
fed with (inne and wickednetle , thatalchough the Lord 
be reucaled vnto vs,as well by the ſecret inſtin& of nature, | 
as alſo by his Word,and the booke of his Workes : Cnms 
tria ſunt folta;Colum,terra, mare,cy tot Litere,quot Creatu«| 
re : Yetasthe Elephant cannot indure to behold his ſhape 
inthe cleerer ſprings (as beeing conſcious to his owne de- 
formitic) but ſcekes for muddy and troubled channels : 
Right ſo thedegenerous generation of Atheilts (men mon- 
(trouſly misſhapen in the powers of cheir ſoules)lelt by the 
light of the Iudgements of God, they ſhould behold their 
owne enormitic, doc endeuour to extinguiſh thelight of 
naturegtochoake vp the knowledge of God in his Works, 
tro pur our the light of his countenancein his Word, and 


that there is no God, thereby to gaine to themſclues the 
more freedome ,- to ſecure their conſciences inthe workes 
of darknellc. | 

The foole hath ſaid in his heart, There is no God: Dixit 


in corde,non coritanit:hec eft,non ita ſentit penitus,ſed walt hos 


credere {{aitha thrice honorable Oracle of wiſedome: )For 
| thoſe | 
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thoſe that doe let looſe the reynes, following the ſtreames 
| of ſenſuality,and laying with the Foole, There is no God ; 
F111. chough they roote vp thoſe Aaxims,and Principles, which \ 
| the hand of nature hath planted in vs; though they rip vp | 
| . | thoſe notions, and impreſſions, ligned and ſealed in the 
{ heart of cucry man, though like the headltrong Princes in 
the Plalmes,they breake the bounds of nature aſurider,and | P/a!.2.3. 
calt away her yoke from them : yer when they come to | | 
| danger of dcath , when the ſoule (hall take herleaue from 
| the body, and the conſcience beginto feele the (ting, theſe 
| | couragious Gallants, with thoſe in the Apocalyps, are rea- | & 
dy to cry to the Mountaines and Hils, Couer vs, and hide | Revel.6.16. © 
vs from the wrath of the Lord : fer the eternall pewer and | xun.1.10. 
Godhead of them .1s ſcene by the worlds creation, to the end | . 
that they, may be without excuſe. 
If we doe but lift ypour eyes toward the skyes: The | ppt rgx. 
heauens declare the glory of God , and the firmament ſheweth 
his handy-works : inſomuch, that the molt exquilite, and 
curious Naturaliſts, ypon dueregard, and conlideration, | 
might be ſwallowed vp with admiration, and in aſtoniſh- 
ment wonder with Saint Paw/: Oh the deepeneſſe , andthe | Rom.11-33+ 
riches, both of the wiſedome,and knowledge of God | how un- | 
| ſearchable are his magements, and bis wayes paſt finding ont | 
| (For example)after theſe many yeres experiencein Aſtro- | 
| nomic, (whoſe pedegree they haue deriued fro 4brabam) 
- | they arenow morepuzled in that intricate Science , then 
when ic was firſt in his infancy, Aske but concerning the 
motion of P/aners, and Some will tell you that they moue 
in their Spheare,as being carried intheir Epicycles : Other, 
that they hauca more voluntary motion, like the fiſhes in 
che Sea,the Fowles in theayre: and {opernicns telsvs,they | 
areall decciued, that the carthdoth moue, while the hea- 
uens reſt, Againe,inquire for thenumber ofthe Sphearcg, 
[and yourancient Writers agree ypon 8. Wheras Clanire, 
and other Neotericks haue raiſed them vp to 9. 10.' and 
11. Ina word, I fefcrre you to Picus Mirandmla, where 
| B 2 any 
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any man of reaſon may befully farisfied. | 
I could hecretell you of the Starre that appeared tothe | 
Wiſe men at Chrilts Natiuicic, or ofthat which was ſeenc | 
in Caſſiopea,or of tharlalt Blazing Starre ; all which doubs 
| letle were,de materia celeſts,& yet they arcall vanquiſhed, 
| and are no more ſechie. | could heere hill vpagreatdcalcof 


| time, with recuall of other their paradoxes :but by this we 
| may demaund with lob; Knoweſt thou the comrſe of the hea- 
| er? or canſt thow ſet a rule theroft By this we may tay with 
' the Prophet Daw ; By the Word of the Latd were the bea- 
| ens made, all the hoſt thereof by the breath of his mouth. By | 
| this we may ſce the p:ophclic fulfilled : For icis written in 
' the Prophet,Eſay 29.14-& 1.Cor, 1.19. {will deſtroy the | 

wiſedome of the wiſe, and caſt away the vnderſianding of the | 
prudent. By this we may know that there is a God, | 
' Ifwedeſcendcthroughthe element of tire, dwelling at 
| peace in the Concaxe of the Moone, and couering theayre 
|as with a garment, into the Regions and ſhops of the 
| Meteors. If wee doe conſider there the fearefull Comers, 


F 
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— 


' and Thwnders, andother infinite prodigics : By this wee 
| may know thac there is @God, - 

| If wecalt oureycs downe onthe earth inhabited with | 
| creatures of innumerable kindes, inriched with creaſures | 
' of inc{ltimable value, yet hanging inthe ayre with all his 


| weighr,like alirtle Ball, without prop or pillar : by this we | 


may know thar there is a God. "ye 
# Ifwc looke but atide into the Sea, containing more | 


' wonders then can be expretled, recciuing all Rivers with- | 
out running ouer, in fituxipn higher then.the carth, ſwel-. 
| ling, and raging ,. andthreatning the Land to ouerrunne } 
\ ie witha generall, deluge z yet comming to. its wonted | 
| boxder,is forced to recoyle,withour let or hinderance: By | 
| rhis we may £now that there is. a God, Which doth ſhut | 
| vpthe Sea with doores, when itilJucthout of her womb. | 


. k " . j 
If we do but looke ico our own ſcluesthere ſhall we lee | 
| with 
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| with the Prophet Daxid that man i fearfully, and wonder- | Pſalv59.14, 
| fully made, that he isan abridgement of the whole world; | 
| the image of God, in reſpect of the ſoule ; the worlds Epi- 
| rome, in reſpect of the body: By this wee may know that | 
| there is a God, 

 Laſtly,if weconſider with Heraclitms, Criſpa & mimime 

| criſpa,una tnnita conſentiens,C5 diſſemtiens, con[onans, & di[- 
| ſonans,unum ex omnbus,omniaq, ex vno:lo many ditterent | 
| and repugnacnatures,ſo many diuers & contrary qualities 
| contained in this beautifull and goodly frame ; and yer 
| (like Freruſalem) at peace within it felte; By this we may P/a.122.3. * 

| know that there is a God ; That there is one that litteth on 

che T hrone. 

Frequent ic is with the finger of God, by licting to ſig- | Goes gouern- 
nifie a ſertled gouernment, King Damid was fatd to lit | Per without 
in his houſe,” when the Lord had giuen him reſt from his PIRIE BENT 
enemies; 2 $4.7. 1, Selomen is (aid to [it on the Throne, Py 
when he ſhould rule as King oucr 1ſraet, 1. Kmg.1.35. A. 
King that fictethin the Throne of ludgement,chaltneth a- | 
way all cuill with his cyes, Pro.20 8. andin the 47. Palm 
G O D « King ever all the earth: Smg praiſes every one 
that hath underſtanding. God raigneth ower the [Teathen. | 
Goa Suteth vpen his boly Throne , as it is in the 7. and 8. 
verſes. a] «| | 
It is God, and oncly God, to whomdoth properly be- | ©0*5 Prout 
| long thar Hirogliphicke, as co be ſaid to raigne, Ocmlo ex , Apa 

Sceprrs z it is God, and only God, it whoſe name all knees Pil.12.10, 
| (hall bowe bath of things in Heauen, and of chings in 
, earth, andofallithings ynder theearth ; It is God,and on- 
' Ivy God. by whem Kings raigne, and Princes decree jus | Pro8.15, 
| [tice ; there 15 no power but of God : and the powers that are, £91 3-1+ 
| are ordamed of the Lord, And though Damel to Netbachad- | Dat $e37- 
| vezar (til d him witha Titic of a King of Kings : yet to-, 


w— 


 repretle his inbred haughrinctle, and not ro make him-to | * - oo 

| forget himſelte, it doth 1mmediatcly follow after , Ike lu- | '| 

; dahs &aud on the necke of hu enemics , that the God of | oi 
B 3 * heauen Ho . 
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heauen had giuen him a kingdome, and power,& {trengrh 
Epbeſ.x.zt,  |andglory ;for hee onely worketh according to the coun- 
ſell and purpoſcof his will, Neither isthe ſwaying Scepter 
of his Prouidence bounded within the Compalle of the 
Courts of Kings; he doth not withdraw his all-ſeeing eye, 
bur doth conlider his meanelt creatures ; nor hath hce fo 
appointed our ſubſticates to bee —_— of his lealt 
atfaires,as notto hauc regard vnto them himſclfe:but as he 
is Omnipotent, Almighty; fo is his Prouidenceas much to 
be admired in the lirtle Ant thatlabourcthin theearth, 2s 
in the huge Baleva of the Sea, Itis hee that cloatheth the | 
Lillies of che ficld ; 1tis hee that numbreth the hayres of 
our head: it is he that feedeth the yong ones of the Ravens ; 
it is bee that ginath meate in due ſeaſon; that openeth his 
hands, 4nd filleth all things. His creation, the mother to 
bring them forth ; his prouidence, the nurce to bring 
chem vp. | 
' + | , Whichas itiscuident inthe regiment of nature, ſo itis 
| | much more to be admired,if we conlider itin the events of 
chice: For how was it poſlible,that the portions of Canaan 
ſhould fall our by lottery in the fame proportion as was 
BB foretold in the Bookeof Numbers? How was it pollible 
= EEO that Saw! the anoynred King,leauing his hopesto the haz- 
: zard of chance among ſo many Tribes,and Families,and 
Kindreds,among ſo many houſesand men of Iiracl,ſhould 
be allotted to gouerne the Kingdome ? How was it poſſi- 
Tef-7. | ble that curſed Achaw ſhould bee drawne out amony ſo 
great amultirude, to pay the ranſome for the linne of the | 
people ? How.was itpoſlible that the rebellious Prophet 
[onah, ſleeping in a bed of ſound ſecuritie, ſhould have the 
Lot to becaſt vpon him, to beare the burden of the wrath 
| of the Lord? Doubtletle, it was by the hand of Gods pro- 
| | uidence ; doubtleile, the finger of the Lord was there, | 
- | Omnia non permifſa ſolum a Deo, ſed etiam immiſſa, (ſayth | 
| n I ID Lypfins , de conſftantia) GOD is the fame that vyor- 
; Feb1.1z, | kethallin all; The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh wo 
| | an 
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and therefore bleſſed bee the Name of the Lord. 7 

| Buttopreuent amilchictc bred amonglt vs, worſethen | vſe againft 

| the Caterpiller ofche Land of Egypt ; deuouring the far- | the abuſe of _ 

| nelle,the marrow of the land, as rauening, as vnſatiable, as pa tg rat 
the Daughters of the Horſe-leach,that ſill cryes,Gimeggine, | ,,,, Jos; 

| and will not be ſatirfied, | | 

| I meane thefamily and broode of [dleneſle ; thoſe | 

| Stellz erratice, thoſe wandring Planers,that had rather re- | 

 lye wholly on Gods providence, then to bring theleall | 

| troublero the temples of their braine ; here's no gourd of | 

| ſhelter fromthe heate of che day : heere are not Fig-leaues | 

| to couer their ſhame, nor warrant,nor Canon of Scripture | 

| eo eare,and to drigke,and to riſe yp to play: Dex laboribus | 

| omnia vendit: In the ſweat of thy face thouſhallt eate thy bread, | 

vntillthou returne to auft againe, Gen. 3.19.Thon ſhalt drink | . 

the waters of tby ciſterne, and drinke out of the riuers of the 

middeſt of thine owne Well, Pro.5.15. And ibouſhalt eate the | 

labour of thine hands : then well is thee, and happy ſhalt thou | | 

be, Plal.128.2. Andcherefore he who is witedome, as he Oe 2.21,22. 

hath linked one to another, ſecondary cauſes in ſubordina- | 

tion, himſelf ro heare the heauens: the heauens to heare the 

earth ; the earth to heare che corne, and thatto heare 7ſra- 

el: So hath he decreed meanes for all things: if the Wid- 

dow haue loſt her groat,ſhe lighteth a Candle,and fecketh, 

and findet]Lit : Except che Mariners abide in the Ship, | 40.z7.317 

Paxland the Centurion cannot be ſafe (there's a meanes;) 

che Shepheardzhe lcaucth 99.to {ecke for one ſheepethat is 


[trayed fromhim, 


Ulceris os alitur vitinm,creſcitg; tegends | WogilGeag/3. 
Dmm medicas adbibere manns ad uxulnera paſtor 
eAbnegat, + meliora Deos ſedet onenia poſcens, 


He whoſe Prouidence hath decreed the end, hath alſo 
determined of cuery action, and hath foreſcencin his ctcr- 


nity,cuery and the leaſt ation tending to that end.So that, | 
. 0 
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| to end this with 


The good Aduentare. 
the words of Dawid: Thwe, © Lord, « 
greatneſſe, and power, and glory;and vittory andpraiſe : for all 
that is mheanen, and m earth ss thme. Thine, O Lord, is the 
| Kungdome , and thou excelleft as head oer all. And thus 

much of my firlt generall head, T hat there is one that doth | 
lit ypon the Throne, whoſe Prouidence doth ordinatethe ' 
courſe of all things. | 


| I procced to the ſecond : Who it is that doth' fit ypon | 


this Throne? | 


| ceedes from the Spiric of Truth; ) if eucr,I {ay, that ſay ing 


| beaſt in his owne knowledge : then may it take it's roote from | 


- | in the whole body, andalfo all in cach part of the body ? 


| of his mouth? He commanded, and it ſtood, Doubrleſle, 


If ever the ſaying of the Prophet were true, (as it pro- | 


— — 


weretruc ip the tenth of /eremiah 14. that every man «© a | 


hence; thar nicn ſhould labour ro know Him perfectly, 
who dwellcth in the light that none canatraine vnto, 
Is that Axiome authenticke in Philoſophy , /nfiniti ad 
finitung unulla eft propertio? How then ſhould(worm) /acob, 
a lictle clay, onely quickned by the breath ef his Maker, 
how ſhould he know the height of chat nature; who when 
he hath filled ys with the fulneile of his glory,doth ſtillre- | 
maine infinite in his perfeRtion ? Can that Rule ſtand firme 
inreaſon? Nibil eft in intelleftu , qued non prixs fwit ſub 
ſenſu. What then can we conceive of his puritic, at vvhoſe 
brigheneſſe the Seraphim: doe vaile their faces ? Doe we 
ſticke in the knowledge of our owne ſelues ? Doe our 
own ſoules aftoniſh vs which we haue within vs ? are we 
amazed to conſider with our felucs,how they ſhould be all 
How then ſhould we know the efſence of Angels? Nay, 
how ſhould we know theeſſence of God, in whoſe ſight 
they arcall impure , who could have made them the Mi. 
niſters of darkneſſe , who madethe world with the breath | 


enery man is abeaſt in bis awne knowledge : And therefore 
Granatenſis rule is good: Sit volit as imtelleftns magiftra,on | 


wor [ 


_ Hie enizs oro in myſt1ce Theologie findio ferwarmrut | 


Ws; 
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non tam intelleflns voluntatt,quam voluntas ntellefInm ern» 
aiar: The will mult here leade the vnderſtanding, and noc 


muſt firſt will, before we can conceive : wee mult beleeue 
in God wicha willing heart , and Chriſt our Saviour will 
ſend vs the Comforter. But bow ſhall they beleeve in him,of 
whos they hawe not heard? Search the Scriptares: (ſaith Saint 
lohn) for they, are thoſe that teſtifie of mee ; There ſhall you 
ſce the heauens opening; the Sonne baptized arthe waters 
of lordan ; the Holy Gholt deſcending inthe likenelle of 
a Dove zthe Father ſpeaking from Heauen, and ſaying ; 
T bts ts my beloued Sonne. There are three that dre beare Re- 
cord in Heauen ; the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt : 
{ard theſe three are one,({aith the Apoſtle:) & thisis He that 
ficrech on the Throne, ro whom the Corxs of heauenly 
Angels doe ling incellantly, that Epiphovema of Hely, ho- 
ly, boy, Lord God Almighty. Quideſt,quea tertio Sarttns 
| dicttur, finer trinaeft in dimmitate perſona ? (er ſemel Domi- 
ns Dewus aicitar, ſinon vn4 eſt in dminitate ſubtantia? Note 
che Trinity in che thrice Holy : obſerue the vanity inthe 
words Lord, God, of the ſingular number, | 

And although this bee ſuch a heauenly Subtiley , that 
we may ſooner touch the , Pole then reach vntothe height 
of itz yet God, who hath framed the whole world to: beea 
booke of natureto the [imple , hath by his Creatures,in a 
wonderfull maner, taught vs to enlighten our vaderſtands 


be ruled by reaſon onely, For in the fludy of Divinitie,we \ | 


ing. The Sowle(accerding.to ſome)'ts ditſeuer dintorhree 
Facslties : the Will, the Memory, and the Underſtanding, 
and yet the ſonle but one in ſubltance. There you may fe 


[the Trinity in vnity. The root of the Tree,the trunk of the 


ſcea Trinity in Vniry : Thelightof the Sunne z'the foun- 
caine of lights : the light of the Moone,  deriued from the 
Sunne : and thelighr of the Ayre, proceeding from them 


C 


beth : as they are chree divers and diſtin Gel ha ws}, 
| | MEE? > .- || ani 


R29.10.14. 
Ioh.5.39. 
Math.3.16,17.:; 


1.700.5.7. : 


Lombard... 
ai. 2, 


Lomb l.1-di.3. 


Aunuſt.lx, de - 


fide, & Symb. 


Roote,the branches & boughes which ſpringourofthem, 
are alſo three; and yer. but one body. | There may you | 


MEE. 2 _ you c_— rr ens nd 


—— ——— 
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| 


| 


| 


et. ten... ee. 


"—. 


'Ro.11.36, 


In Cor.t3.1. 


Ad Ews,l.5. 


| Zanch,denat, 


Derd.1.c.6. 
Tbeſc2,9.1, 


Phidern 


1.{hbro8.20.6, 


M* Chiftin. 


| cloud without raine,as ſou nding bratle,or atinkling Cym- 
| ſalus, quod ad ſe, ipſe nouit (faith S* Bernard:) Concerning 


| ned foules, obſcured andec/ipſedin our firlt father Adams, 


{ bycheinterpoſicion of originall ſinne, betwixt him, and. 
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*| arid ſubſtance are one and the ſame. There may you ſee a 


Trinitie in vnicy. The Father, the Fountaine and beginner 
of all things : T he Sonue, wiledome and difpencer of all 
| things : The Holy Ghoſt, the vertue and worker of 
| all chings, there may you fcc a Trinity invnity : for of 
| him,and for him,andthrough him arcall things,to whom 
| be glory tor cuer,and euer ; And this is hee that ſitreth on 
the Throne. | 

I am ynwilling tolcade you too farre in this bettomleſle 
ſca of myl(tcrics,le{t like that Monſter,that Gyant in Gar, 
| 1 ſhould ſceme to haue [ixe hngers on one hand z to haue 
a finger too many inthe matter, He lcauc it ro be managed 
by the acute iudgement of him co whom it is- more pua- 
| Qtuall, Yet this Ne addein reuerence thereof, that Fall the 
Houds of humane cloquence; if all che Oratars of Kowe 
and ethers ; if all the rongues of Menand Angels ſhould 
kair cogether to ſet forth His glory ; yet would it be buta 


balk whoſe name and nature is abouc the Spheare, beyond 
the reach of mansapprehenſion: Oned ad eleftionemattinet, 


his eleRion, heis ſauing healch : Whar himſelfe is, him- 
{cIfe beſt knoweth ; and yet. to compaſtionate our darke- 


the Sonne of Righreauſneile 5 hee hath made himſclfe 
knowneby the names of his creatures, as thatheisa King, 
a Lord, a Father. 

Somtimes in coxcreto, to ſhew his Being : as to be Good, 
to be Wiſe,& to be Luſt: Sometimes in abſtrafts,to declare 
| himfelfe vnto-ys to be molt pure, and ſimple in nature: as 
| tobe Iuſtice, to be Light, to be Truth, Power, Goodnefle, 
Viſedome it ſelfe: Optimre ſane ſic loquitur Dems de ſeſs in 
Scriptuxss (ith the learned, Zarchins :) Non enim locnins 
| efÞ Dems ſibs,c55ſna canſa, ſodnobis ;o+ noſtra canſa : Oporiuit- 


Sarma. 
q 


| igitur Logntiones', & orationes ad, noſirum.:. captiney A come 
Bo 10 4ars, \ - 


_— ——_— 


—— 4 ———————— 


—————— _— 


| 


| 
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modari. Shewing, thac God is thus deferibed ; nocthat hee 
way ſo(as we his creatures are) in himſclfc (or at the 
bucin Azalog y)but co giue vs ina meaſure {uch 
into his Godhead, as is requiite and nece{[arie to our 
uation. To tcarchand pry further, itis butraſhnelleg tro 
belieucthus,is cruc godlincile;to know it is life,& life euer- 
laſting. Thus much of that vnſpeakeable and dreadfull Ma- 
icltic.; of chat breadth,and depth, and length, and height , 
| which ncicaer cyc hath ſcene, or care hath heard , er cucr 
\ cameinto the heart of man : of that Kingdome 
and that King of glory, whole glorious name bee 
for euer : and lerall rhe carth be filled with hus glory. Thus 
much of him that fies on the Throne. | 

I now procted vnto my third Chapter of the reſem- 
blances, which arc alſo three, by #hefe three Stones. The 
[aſper, the Sard:ne, and the Emerald : Hee 1s like ynto a 
Taſper Stone,anda Sardine, Now to ſucke ourthe bloud,or 
iuice of theſe werd3,or to pry into theirhidden natures, it 
is the leaſt of wine intention; butonely to view their our: 
| ward faces, 25 they ſhall ſerve for my preſent purpoſe: and 
therefore I beleech you, that your expeRtation iuunec not 
y meaning, but to walke along 


beyond the ſcope of m 
hand in hand with me. | 
Thoſe that are Lapidaries,do deſcribe the Taſper ro be 

t luſtre : And diuine interpreters 
o gather from hencce,to be meant Gods natilreimmortall, 
tible: if then to be from all eternity,to be immu- 
table,and without change, to be the fountaine of all 
tion : if this be meant by this fimilitude, then hee 1s like 
vnto the [aſper Scone. It ishee that is high,G& excellent, he 
that inhabitech eternitic before ever thatthe Mountaines 
were made, or that hce had cuer ferimed che carth and 
the world, euen from cucrlaſting, to cuerlalting, he was 
God. I AM, is hisname, ( as a Rabbine hath it: ) that 1 
| AM 1s his Sirname, to make him knowne that ashe1s 
a Bcing, depending of nothing; 16 is his Being who 

C 2 


cenc, and of a plea 


— 


Incor 


Epheſ.3.18, 
I.Cor.2.9, 


Pfal.12.19. 
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bling three of 
Gods Attri- . 
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Of rhe laſper, 


ſignifying 
Gods Immor- 
'ralirie. 


Taiy7.1s. 
| P/al:g0.2. 


MB. 4 


cam. 


: porn 
ad ——_— 


| 1 


_ / tabilitie, | earth may paſſeaway, but hee remaincth alwayes immuta- 
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| IG himſelfe wichout beginning , without all ending 3 with- 
| P/al102.26,27 gutall change, without ſucceſſion. The heazens ſhall pe- 
| 8 | reſh,but he ſhall indare : they ſhall waxe old as doth a garment, 
| 


© | and ar aveſtwrebeſhallchange them, But he u the ſame, and 

3. F3.8 | bis yeeres ſhall wot faile. One daywith the Lord is as a thon(and 

| yeeres, and a thouſand yeeres as one day . So that we may ſay 

7 "oy | with the Prophet Danid, Thon, O Lord, remameſt for exer, 
| | and thy memoriall from generation to generation. 

2, Gods Immu- Icis he chatis ftable,and withour all change, heauen and 


ble : God ts not as man,that be ſhould lye , nor as the ſoune 0 


p - it? bath be ſpoken, and ſhall bee net performe it ? Numb. 23, 
| | 19. 1 amthe Lord, ſaith be, and am not changed : Mal. 3.6. 
| Rcb.13.8. | Tefterday,and to day,arnd the ſame for ever, __ 
3. The per- Iris he that isperfe&tand all-{ufticient, the very light 
feftion of and fulnetle of glory, the light of life , the light of che 
b ds Nature. | world : There # another glory of the Sunne,and another glory 
SIGs of the e Moone, and another glory of the Starret ; one Starre 
arffereth from another in glory : the Starres are obſcured by 
| the beames of the Sunne, the brighteſt Moone hath her 
| macula, her ſpot:and the Sun , theheartofall the Planets, 


| the comforter, and quickner of all the earth, anobie&t of | | 


| that excellent aray, as isinſenſ{ibleto morrall eye, yet as a 


Candle in the height. ofneone, ſo is his luſtre in the pre. 


7/3.104-7- | the Smnne, God is light,and inhim there is no darknetle 
. | Nay, more, he waerethit but asa garment : And therefore 
- { in that Citie of our God, where he hath prepared his ſcate 


| - | for Tudgement z in that Citie whoſe very foundation is 
Revel.21, of all manner of precious ſtones, the building of vyhoſe 
| walls is allof 7aſper, the ftreets of pure gold like ſhining 
glaiſe, whoſe 1 2.gates areof 12. Pearles, and cuery gate, 
but one entire Pearle : there is no neede of the Sunne, nei- | 
ther of the Mooneto ſhine init: for the glory of Gop 


Ferlus, _ {ſence ofthe Lord ,whoſe ejes are 10000, times brighter they | 


| man,that he ſhould diſſemble : bath he ſaid, and ſhall he not doe | 


þ 


doth lightit,and che Lambeis the light thereof, X. 


—_ 
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Ifchen compariſon may bee made berwixt the Thiſtle, 
and the Cedar tree z betwixt Nader an indiuilible point, 


nall, immorrall, omniporent, incomprehenſible , infinite 
Creator, and a baſe creature;a ſenſelcilc ſtone, alittle mo- 
dell of refined clay ;then is he like vnto the Jaſper [tone,al- 
wayes greenc,till freſh and flouriſhing, which liveth and 


and the whole Compalle of the Horeſcopezbetwixran eter- | 


raigneth for cuer and cuer. . 
| Secondly,he is reſembled toa Sardine, Hee is like v1:to 


ec. The wrath of a King (faith Salomon in his Pro.) like | 
wnto the roaring of a Lyon;he that prouoketh him to anger, fin- 


neth agamſt hu owne ſoule : if ſuch be the dread of an carth- 
ly potentare, who is in this world buta ſackeof corrupri- 
| on,and ſhall be hereafter a prey of vermine: what then 

ſhall we thinke ofthe wrath ofiin Lord,who looketh vp. 


onthe carth, and ic tremblerh ; roucherhche Mountaines, | 
and they ſmoke ; checketh the Pillars of Heauen & earth, | 
and they quakeart his rebuke z who hath the keyes of 


then ſhal we think of the wrath of the Lord, who is Deus 
ire, a God of wrath : Dexs inſlitia, a God of Tuſtice: Dews 
| v/tiouum, a God of vengeance ; but that it is moſt fierce 
and terrible, here myltically meant by the fiery. Sardine? 
For ſuch is the malice of a ſinner to God-ward ( iultly 
toaggraunte Gods wrath and fury)that if ir lay wichin the 
compatle of his power (infra ſpheram aftmitatrr)he wauld 
diſmount him frem his Throne of grace, and annihilate 
his Elſence, and Being, 
Thou that lyeſtbaching in the luſt of the fleſh; thou 


doe but looke into thy owne withes ; doe bur pry inco 
thy minde ; doe bur ſearch and exarnine thy owne confſci- 
ence, and thou ſhalt tindeit thy defire, that there were no 
[mmortalitie of Soule , no account to bee rendred after 


death,and hell,hath power to kill and caſt into hell? Whar | 


that delighteſt in excetle and ryot ; theu that doeſt thirſt j 
after vncleanneffe, encn as the earch in droughtfor raine: |: 


this life, no [udge to condemne thy guilty Conſcience, no | 
| iS 


Of the Sardire, | 


hgnifying 
Gods wrath 
and fury, 
Proa.20.2. 


P[al.104.32. 
lob 26.11. 
Rewel.r.18. 
Luke 12.5, 


The malice of 
a ſinner to» 


wardsGod, 


5d "Oy puniſh- 
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Gods dereſta- 
tion of finnes. , 


Pal 8g. 33. 


1ſat.30027. ' 


| 


| 


, - | faceu 
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puniſhment,no hell to rack and torture thee, and by acon- 
ſequence, no God, no Deiry,that fo thou mightelt line 
wich the more ſecurity. 

T heſe are the fruits and cfics of ſinne, and therefore 
ſoloathſome in the fight of God, chat hee {pared nor the 
angels thar (inned, butdeliuered them ouer tothe chaines 
of darknetle. He for one linne of Adew and Exe, did not 
onely condemne thern, and all their poitcruic ; bicas ir is 
witnefled by our Apoſtle, Row.8.2 3. Enery creature gro- 
wethwithus alſs, andirancileth rpaine together wnto thes 
preſent, If that G O D ſpared not the Angels that ſinned, 
how much letle will he ſpare vs? If in h.s owne children 
that tranſprefle his Commandements, he will vitu their 
na $5.. ans wich a Rod,and their iniquitics with many 
ſtripes : how much morethen will he viſit the vngodly ? 
If thathe ſpared not cheaaturall branct:cs; if that the regh- 
te0nr ſhall ſcarcely be (aned, 1. Pet. 4. 18. whinchen ſhall 
the Reprobarc hope or expe&, who dee dayly rubbe, and | 
renew by their inning, dayly fret and make bleed afrefh 


Doubtleſle,molt fierce is the wrath of the Lord againft 
ſuch as doe rebell againſt him. The Lord thy God is acon- 
ſuming fire, as Moſes ſanh mube 4..f Deuteronomy. His 
wing, ſauh the Prophet Elay, and his lips full of in- 
dignation : Fire 3s kindled in my wrath, ſaith the Lord, which 
ſhall conſume wnto the nethermoſt bell , and ſhall defliroy the 


ftowe my arrowes among them, they ſhall be burnt with .bux. | 


ſend alſo the teeth of wilde beaſts, aud the venome of Serpents 


their chamber fears both their yong men,and their yong wo. 
men ,the ſucklmg, with theman that is of gray bayres. Sec 
mote of this, Dewt. 3 2. | 


A voicc of Thunder, avoice of Ironcannot <xprelle 
| | | the 


—_— 


the precious weunds of Chrilts glorious body ? { 


earth with her increaſe, andſhall ſet a fire the foundation: of | 
' | the mountaines. Iwill ſpendmy plagues vpon them, Iwill be- | 


ger, and conſumed with beate, and bitter deftruttion : Mwill | 


creeping inthe daft : the ſword ſball kill them without, andin | 


Ex” ——_— —— is. 
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vp, andthe Fiſh rot for want of water. It men would bur 
duely conſider of chis,and choſe eminent ludgementsand 
dangers, hanging ouer them, like vntothe {word of Da- 
mocles held vp but by the (lender. (trength of a hayre : ic 
would euen picrce a heart of Adamant,and ifnottorloue 
of any rightcouſnes, yet for fearc of themſclues , and heir 
ovine ſoules,they would turnealide fromthe path of de- 
ftrution, Foraſmuchas if Gods fury be enraged, and thae | 
he once came to exccuteiudgement, hee will be vato them 
as a Lyon, as a Leopard inthe way of «;/bwr; hee will | 
meete them asa Bearethat is robbedof her whelpes, and 
he will breake the Cawles of their hearts, 

Many haue beene the examples of puniſhments. which 
haue beene inflicted vpon the vngodly : Sometimes by 
rayning fire from Hcaucn,as onthe City of Sodome ,and. | 
Gomorrah ; ſometimes by opening the windowes of the | 
Clouds,as in chat vniucrfall deluge which once did ſwal- | 
low vp the whole carth ; ſomtimes by contagious infeti- 
on of the Ayre,as in the-time of Dawid, when the plague 
of peſtilence devoured inan inſtant 70000, ſometimesin. 
the carth, as in Corab and his Family, when they were all 
buric$and intombecd in one generalland commondeſftru- 
Qion ; ſometimes by Dogoes, as in curſed /ezabel; ſome- | 
times by Lyons, asincherefratory Prophet ; ſometimes 
by Wormc$,as in preſumptuous Hered. It would require 
a time,andtimes,to recite Gods Iudgements vpon the vn- 
godly, which are all wricten for our inſtruQtion,vr pereny--| 
do —_ als, and to call ys to returne tothe Lord of 
Hoſts, S 
Bur as we learne in theprinciples of Philoſophy, that, 


| 


in the ſoule ofa {inner (which is the proper placeof ſinne) | 


chao itis inſenlible of its owne miſery 5 when S__ _ Ecclus.$0.95 10. 


ona, 


—_——— 


the wrath of the Lord ,, at whoſe reb»ke the Sea is dryed | 1ſai.50.2. 


— 


Is 


— 


Heſ.13.7,8. 


Gods puniſh- 
ments infli&- 
ed vpon fin- 
ncrs, 


þ walk Sinners ſenſe- | 
Nullum elements ponder at in loco, (which is the reaſon that | lefſe of their 


the ſmalleſt Fiſh phyingin the borteme of the deepe Os | owne wicked- | 
| cea», feeles no weight of char valt clemenr)) ſo we hndeic neſſc; 


NIFet' 


—————— 


| 


Repenrafice 
thc remedic 
of ttinnc, 


oY 


I82.1.46. 


Pal. 


Luke 2.10. 


bow, fhgnity- 
ing Gods 
Mercy. 
Pſal.2 2.1.5. : 
Pſal.37.28. 


| Ma'c4-2, 


| the old Serpert, to looke vp vnto Chrilt that hea/mg Ser. 


| the Lord,by the Prophet leremie,and I will nat let my wrath 
| fall upon you: for I am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and will not 
' alwaies keepe mine anger, ler. 312. 

| Youtherforethat are heauy laden,youthat do grone vn- 
; der the burthen of your ſins,you that are ſorzowtull and | 
| humble in Spiricz come and ſec with Nathaniel and Phi- | 


| ous the Lordis : For behold, 1 bring you glad tiding.s of great 
| ' foy,which (ball be unto all people. 

Of che Rain | 
| beck, the leaſt breathof his mouth, be able to bring the 
| Nations of the earth,cuen vnto the very auft of death, and | 
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bloud,and ftrife,and ſword,oppreſſion,and fame, deſtruition, 

and puniſhment ; all theſe were created for the wicked. 
Now thenthere is no ſich Treaclein Gilead, nor me- 

dicine {o ſoueraigneto a {in-licke Soule, as being ſtung by 


pert, (whoſetype was lifted vp by CMoſes in the Wilder- 
nelle) to rewerſe , and vniwift our farmer lives, and to fly 
ro Gods Mercy onthe wings of repentance. 

Ic is reported of the Fiſh Scols pendea ( by that Noblc 


Frenchman Ds B artas,that hauing ſwallowed the fiſhers | 
| baice, (hee doth diſ-bowell her ſelfe of her incrals, and yo- 


miting vpthe hooke with her guts,doth rid her ſelfc from 
che preſent danger : eA's the Fiſhwhich aretaken m a exill 
net, and as Birds which are canght in a ſnare; ſoare the 
chilaren of men exthrallgd in the enill time when it falleth vp- 


on them ſuddenly: Eccleſ. 9g. 12.1t therefore we haue ſwal- | 


lowed downe che fal{f allurements, and bairs of Satan : 
then let vs powre out our hearts like water, and calting 
them from vs by hearty repentance, pray fromthe depth 
of our ſorrowfull ſpiritglike that penitent Publicane in the 
Goſpell : Ob God,be mercifull to me 4 ſinner. Returne, ſaith 


lip -Come,and ſce,and you ſhall be comforted. Taſte, and | 
ſce, with the Prophet David, O taſte and ſee, how graci- | 


Though he that ſarevpon the Throne, with the leaſt | 


to conſume them as the fat of Lambes : Yet isthe Sunne of | 
Rightcouſncileariſcn, and refletting his beames on the / 


clouds 


_— 
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grace, as it was the ſeale of the Couenant of old. Though 
| he belike vntoa /aſper [tone,infinite in power, immorrall, 
| Incorruptible; yetis the Rainbow round abomtthe Throne, 
| boundlcile js his Mercy, andendle(le as a Circle; though 
| inhis fury,he be like ynto a Sardime,and his face fiery with 
| indignation ; yet is the Rainebow like vnto an Emerald , 
| delightfull, and pleaſantis the Couenant of Grace, Thus 
| hethar fare, was ro look ypon like ynto a /aſper ſtone,and 4 
| Sardine, ard there was a Rainebow reund abomt the T broxe,tn 
| fght like onto an Emerald,which is the third reſemblance I 
| haueto ſpeake of ; wherein is couched Gods graces and 
| INCTCY, | 
David in the 101, Pſalme ; I will ſing (faith he) of mer- 
| cy and Indgement ; Paralell to.that is this Text of Scrip- 
( ture, Dews rabicwndus , iratus reprobis, D eu: candidus, be- 
wignyt ſuis, Asthen in the former part ofthis Diſcourle, 1 
breathed out threatnings of Sinai; ſo now it remaineth in 
| the later partzto ſpeake vnto youin the language of Siow, 
co tell you that the Lord is mercifull-and gracious, long- 
{uffering,and aboundant in goodnes, | 


 Pronag; cum ſpeitant animalia cetera terram, 
| Os bemini [tub lime deat. 


; AsGod created all ſenſuall creatures , with their pro- 
portion downward toward thecarth, to haue none other 


| obie@ bur the carth:man was beaurified with alofry coun- 


eenance , to contemplate on the power and Majeſty of 
| God, to. behold the Heauens the works of his fingers :and 


| where Chrift fitteth at the right hand of Ged. 
| Onely the tartand tetricall Stoicke ſcemes to butt of 
the ſhape of man, and to turne beaſt with Nabucbadnez- 


clouds of Gods tury, hath caſt a Rainebow;, the ſigneof 


Lyra m Cant 6.5. 


; TFI.1O. 


| Ouid. 


Pſal.8.3. 


(as ſpeaketh our Apoſtle) r0 ſecke the hg that are abone, | ©03.1- 


| z4r, hauing ſtretched out his mouth againſt the Heavens , | P/a.73. 9. 
and with his tongue walked thorow To carth, being a m | 
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Lice 6.38, 
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Confe4.9,6.6, 


infancy of our firſt father z or co reach vp alittle higher, 


{ Iaſtrwinkling of an-cye: or to reach downealicele lower, 
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of eAntipodes to Nature, and ,4natbema from the throne 
of grace ; who deſcribing his Wiſe man to be ſuch a one, | 
chat is never wrought toany pity ; neucr drawne by any | 
intreaty ; neuer brought to any repentance z never moued 
wich any paſſion: heftepstrom thence vnto the Throne | 
of God,anddecming mercy a licknelle of the minde, arc- 
pining,arelenting at another mans miſery ; hee {ttikes ac 
the very head of Gods eAriribmres, and gocsto take from 
him the bowels of compaliion , vader a pretenceto free | 
him from all paſſion, - 

He's a ſpawne of the Diuell,of the brood of Serpents,a 
Sect rrarſcendent beyond the Prince of darknelic , who | 
begged for mercy of the Lord of mercies,and in this kind| 
found mercy of the Lord, deliring tocnter the Herd of 
Swine : Ic is ſaid, that forthwith he ſuffered him , Math. 
8. 31. 1leauc them tothe doome of the wicked feruant ; 
Ont of thine owne month will I mage thee: For the Lord is 
gracious, his mercy is cuerlaſting, and his truth indureth | 
chroughoutall generations, | 

It we ſhould begin to skanne thertimes, from the fir(t+ 


before that ener motion was meaſured, Securdum prie & 
poſterines, when as the carth was without forme, and dark- 
nellevpon the face of the Deepes : From Gods Proui. 
dence, Preſcience, Predeſtination, through our Creation, 
Prefernatio,Suſtentation,cucn vnto this very wanc,to this 


cuen till time ſhall be'no more ; his mercy hath filled yp 
this vaſt gulfe , with good meaſure,prefſed down,ſhaken 
rogether,and running ouer. Andasthereis not acreature 
in-nature, but that ſhe was the mother to giue ic Being z fo 
is there not any thing that hath a Being, bur thar ſhe is the 
nurſe to feed and cheriſh ir; So that we {ce the Lord is gra- 
ciovs,and that his mercy endurethfor ever. | 
For co comenecrer home vnto our felues; Although as. 
St Auguſtine of his 4 Dea datns,ego in ile puero, preter des 
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lilum, nibil habeam, that amongſt all the ſonnes of men, all | G;y.6.5, 

thechoughts of the imaginations of their hearrs, were on- 
|ly euill, continually euill. Yer when the fulncile of rime | Gal 4. 4,5. 
| was comeghe ſent his enely begotten Sonne ro be made of | 

a. woman,and made vyder the Law,that we mightrecciue 
thes piricof Adoption. The Sonne,that was God equall 
with tte. Father,made himſclfe of no reputation , tooke | 
vpon him the forme of a Servant, and being made in the 
likenetle of man, became obedient vnto death, euen vnto 
the death of the Crolle: that glorious body,from v»hoſeF® 1, 
touch his ve{tments(through faith in him) had vertue of | 
healing ; whom neither {inne nor ficknelle could ſeize on; | \ 
| whom never Angel beheld but with reuerence,was (tripe, 
was whipt,was crowned with Thornes, ſpet on,moeked" 
at,buffcred,crucifed for vs his enemies, and our Redemp- 
tion. Heauen abouc heauens,mercy beyond mercy. . By 
| this we ſceche Lord is gracious,and that his mercy endu- 
reth for cuer” 
| Marins accuſed of the Senate for Treaſor., and expetted | 

ro debate his cauſe with words, renting his garments, and | | 
ſhewing his wounds that he had taken for his Countreys 
fafery ; briefely concluded with this ſhort ſaying, Onid 
opus eft yerbir,vbiuulnera clamant? 1 may apply it to my 
preſent purpoſe: what necde I tell you that the Lord 1s 
gracious, when the mouthes of Chrifts wounds are yet + 
wide open, to preclaime itto the world, that hedycd for | | 
\ ſinners? | | | 
i Butrasthe Apoltleto the oloſſians 2. 8. Let ws beware, 
left theſe men deceine through vaine Philoſophy, and wame | 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the | 
| world, aud not afier Chriſt. One fitly compares theleto the 6 | 
| fortiſh Atle; who beinginvitcd to adclicate banquer,doth | 
Fa expe&t nothing but Hay,or provender, as ncuer —_ {$7 
other dainties, They cannot ſce but through the feſh,the)  T, 
cannot behold the things of the Spirits ; Zanch.l.de nat; 


Foralchough man by natures corruption, bee become , P® {.4.c; 4.4.1. | 
wy ) © fubiedt $7bvſs. 
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Cols/.3.12. 


Mal23.37. 


P{al. roo.F5. 


Apainft the 
finne of De(e 
| Peration, | 


— 


| | whereas enery good and perfett gift is given vnto vs from 4- 


ſubie& vnto paſllion : yet ſuch is the purity of Gods diui- 
 nity,that in him the paſſion that is, is withour paſsion: and | 
albcit asthe members ofone body,we ſhould hauea ſym- 
pathy and fcllow-feeling: albeit,as the Ele of God, wee | 
ſhould put on the'bowels of compaſsion ; albcir, that | 
Chriſt himſelfe, cloathing himſclfe in the fleſh of man , 
| might ſceme to dillolue and melt into teares for the de. * 
ſtrudtion of thatholy Citie: With O /eruſalem, leruſalem, ' 
which killeſt the Prophets,and ftloneſt them that are ſent 1nto 
thee, How often would ! haxe gathered thy children together, 
4s the Hen gathereth ber chickens under her wings , ard ee | 
' would not | Andalchough, I ſay, we may-ſorrow, ſympas. | 
| thize,| and compaſsionate one wich another; yet if wee | 
| looke into the att of mercy, we ſhall finde it as farre from 
| any (infull grieuance,as was Cry/ippus frem the hope ofit : | 


1 


— 


* | inſomuch that our Saujour hath given it his bleſling , | 


| Math, 5.7. Blefſed are the mercifull , for they ſhall finde | 
| mercy, And the Apoſtle in the Epittle te the Rom. x2.8. | 
' Hee that ſheweth mercy , let him ſhew it with cheerefulnefſe, | 
| Wherefore it lets not, but that we may conclude, that the * 
| Lord our God is mercifulland gracious. | 
And yetthere are others Anthrepographpi, as Pliny called | 
| Diony/1ws the Painter, for that hedid portrait nothing bue | 
men; wholike vnto himof rhe Poet in the Emblemc have | 
one hand winged,and ſtretcht toward Heauen, and with | 
the other hold faſt by the Centre; they yeeld and attribute | 
| mercy vnto God,bur yet they giue ic at the ſecond hand, | 
| or as we ſay,per Anthrepopatheian, in planting rhe root in 

' the nature of man,and branchingit from thence, 'to God ; 


——_ ———_— 


bone, and commeth downe from the Father of lights: Tam. 
| 7: 17- And his Attributes are ſo eſentiall, ſo} imter-wo. 
wen into his nature, that they are all from all eternity: 
His mercy is from everlaſting, ; 
le is the ſubtilty and deceit of Satan, afather of lyes ; a 
child of perdirion ; a ſwelling and powting Toad of ma- | 
: | lice: \ 
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| 


| {inne morefoule in it ſelfe; more injurious to nature;zmore 


lice: Itisthe very dregges of his vyals, the very botrome | 


'| of his helliſh policy,by ſuggeſtion to cxtenuate the mercy 


of God; by tentation co aggrauate the ſine of our ſoules, | 


| thereby to bring vs into his inheritance,to make vs of one | 


opinion with Cain,that our (innes are greatey then can be 
forgiuen vs, and fo to {end vs onwards headlong, as hee 
once did the Herd of Swine,into the Lake of deſperation. 

A Lake indced, and ofthat bottomiletledepth, thar 
as the Prophet repcateth thrice one word, to {1gnife an 
abſolute diflolution ;'7 will onertarne, owerttirne, ouertinurne, 
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faith he, Ezech-2 1.27..So thoſethat do fall into this gulte, | 


they goc downe,downe,downe,and arealwayes deſcending : 
It hath no botrome,it hath no middle,it is immeaſurable,ic | 
is infinite. - | 
Sinnes in generall,they.are moſt fearefull, and may be | 
likened to thoſe Locufts, Rex.9.which had faces like Men, | 
trelſeslike Women, teeth like Lyons, ſhapeslike Horles | 
prepared to batraile, and tailes like Scorpions with deadly | 
ſtings. But for the linne of Deſperation, it hath beene firly 
compared by ſome, to that Beaſt (in Daniel) which had no | 
name which was very dreadfull, and terrible,andſtrong,c had | 
great iron teeth,dewoured,brake in pieces, and (famped with 
hu feete. | | 
If we ſhould take the wings of the morning, and flye 
from oneend of the world ynto another ; if wee ſhould 
ſearch the polluted ſinks of all the ſiſters of Sodows and Go- 
morrah ; ve ſhould rake even hellit ſelfe ( let mee make 
bold co vſe the Prouerb) we ſhould net match ie with any 


oppolite to oppugnethe Maieſty of God, Init felfe, fo 
gaſtly, ſo full of horrour, that the Diuels themſclues doe 
tremble atit, Jam. 2.19. To nature ſo deſtrutiue ; fo yn- 
naturall, thatir is alwayes ready to adminiſter the bloudy | 
inſtruments of death and cruelty, and to'makea diuorce | 
(what ſhall I ay; of the body from the Soule? Nay,)from | 
her beſt beloued Chriſt Ieftts: and to God fo impious, ſo | 
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| Verſe18, 


{ Joins. 


& | Pſal.7$ 19. 


Rovels. 
{ 1/4.30.18, 
Ifai.65 2. 


2.E/dr.ro, 


loh.6. 33 


———_—.—_— 


| if they would bur refreſh'themſelues with the crummes of | 


| maugrethemalice of flc{h and bloud, they ſhould be able 
| turne his backe inthe day of battaile. 
| asthe Blacks Horſe in the Rexelation; yet God, who doth 


| ſtretch forth his hand to a diſobedient rebellious people : 


blalphemous, as todiminith hts infinite goodnelle ; as 1f 
chere could be any thing imagined which could exceede | 
{ his graceand mercy ? | | 
Wereadeofa Woman in the 2, of Eſdr4s : who having 
loft her onely ſonne, arifcth in the night, goeth forth into 
che belds, there ſits for down, voweth with her {elfe never 
ro cate, nor yet to drinke, butthere to remaine vntill ſhe 
were dead. / will not (ſaith ſhe) 1willnot goe into the Citie, 
but here will I dye. | 
| Thoſethatare Soule-ſicke of this convullien , would 
they put off chis womaniſh wilfulnellc, or rather indeede 
this divelliſh obſtinagy: would theſe but walke into the 
City of refuge, to behold theriches of the mercy of God; 


that bread.char giueth life vnto the world 3 would they 
drinke but one draught,one hearty draught of the waters 
of life, it would ſocomfort and quicken the ſpiric, chat 


with lictle David to wound the Gyant on the very front, 
and to make himlike vnto the children 'of Ephraim, to | 


Were our finnes of the height and dleuation, as to aſpire 
before the Throne of God,and our ſoultsas black within, 


wait, who doth wait that hee may ſhew mercy : ( oy arc the 
words of the Prophet Eſay.) that doth all the day long 


he ſhall cancell onr bils ef tranſgrefsion;he ſhal change ovr 
Scarlet into White; he ſhall curne his face away from our | 
ſinnes,and ſhall blot out all our offences. He hath proclai- 


| repent hims of bis ſinne from the bottome of his heartyhe will put 


tl. 


med it throughout all the world, and all the Cantons of 
thecarth ſhall know it: that at what time ſo ener @ ſinner ſhall 


all tranſgreſcions out of inde. And ſhall Satan come and tell þ 
vs,thar the hainouſneſſeof our ſinne is vnpardonable?Shal 


we giue credit to the Father of yes, and calt the m—_ 4 | 
| rut 
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Truth bchinde vs ? Shall che Diuell of hcll be made an ©- | 
racle, and the God of Heauen be nw aLycr? /s there | rom 19.14, 15. 
| nrighteonſneſſe with God? ( ſaith the «Apoſtle ) God forbid: Pa<= 
| for he bath ſard, that [ wil bane mercy , on whom [ will haxe | 
{ mercy, He ſent his Sonne into the.world,not to call the 
| righteous, but ſinners co repentance: Andas Ply writeth | L.x2.c.24, 
| of the Rainborw,that when ir ſetterh vpon eAſpalathus, (or 
| as ſome terme ir( Lignum Rhodimm)it caltetha pleaſantand 
| fragranc ſmell. Ri got ſo this Rainebow,the Figure of Mer- 

cy , where cuer ic {cizeth vpon a (inner, it makcth himlike | 
| vnto the ſacrifice, of Noah; a ſweet ſmelling ſauour inthe | Gen:8.z7, 
noltcils of the Lord. | 

Andas the Rainebow is round about the Throne , ſois | Gods mercic. 

the Lord gracious vnto all bis creatwres, and bis mercy is o- | vniuerlall to 
wer all his worker. Letvs behold thoſe liuclelle creatures | Whiscrea- 
which hauca being, bur meerely naturall; as the Elements, Mobs _ 
che Minerals, and thelike: and there ſhall we ſeethe mer. | *wP" 
cy of God,in thar he hath giuen them an Ellence and Be. 
ing : and to that Beirg,a proper place ; and to that place,a 
conſcruatiuequality ; and to that qualicy, anaturall appe- | 
tice z and to that appetite, anin-breg-morion to carry them || 
ro relt and quictnetle : Let vs behold the Planets & Trees, | 
and there ſhall we fee the mercy of God ; for that beſides | 
their faculry of growing,the influence of the Starres; the | 
dew of Heaueny the refleftions ofthe Earth, wherwith he | 
| hath bletſed chem: He would not that the fruitlelſe Figge- | Lmje r.. * 
treoſhould-preſently be cut downe, and calt-intothe fire, _ 
but giues vntoitthree yeeres reſpite ; commands it to bee 
digged,anddunged, and v{cth all meancsto faue/ir from ; 
de{truftion. He would not haue the Vineyard laid walte, | 1/:.5.4. 
alchoughic brought ſorth nought but wilde Grapes, vncill 
he had labourcd-o preſeruc ir. What could 1 hane done more 
tomy Vineyard, that 1 bane not done , ſaith the Lord? And 
when any ſhould beſtegea Citie, he would not that they 
ſhould deſtroy the Trees by forcing of an Axe againlt. 
them : Dewt, 20, 19. Letys behold the Beaſts of the field, 


and 
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and chere [hall we ſee the mercy of God : The yong Ly- 
ons doe roare for their prey,and feeke for their meat from 
| Dent.25-4. the hands of the Lord. The Oxe that treadeth out the 
| Corne, hce would not that his mouth' ſhould bee 
lonah 4.11. muzled; and and would not that Nmench ſhould bee 
deſtroyed, becauſe that initthere was much Cattell: Let 
| vs behold the Fowles of cheAyre, andthere ſhall we ſee 
Mat.6.26, the mercy of God : They ſowenot , neither doe they 
reape ; yer our heauenly Father feedeth them. All things 
Pſalzo4.27. | Wait vpox thee, O Lord, that thou maiſt —_ them their meat 
in due ſeaſon : Let vs behold the (tate of man,and there ſhall 
| we ſee themercy of God. Hee made vs in our Creation 
co be partakers of of his glory : he made himlelfe in our 
Redemption, to be partaker of our miſery : Let ys behold 
the Reprobateſinner, and there ſhall we ſee the mercy of 
God : with whom he dealeth, as David with Saw!, when 
he tooke away the cruſe of Warerghis Speare,a piece of his 
Garment ; as a mercifull and louing Father,hedoth gently 
put vs in remembrancethat we may returne and come yn- 
to him. And as it was the manner of Scipio Aﬀricanus , to 
| alfay all meanes to winnehis enemies, before thateuer his 
| ſword ſhould be di{-ſheathed. So (from the Creature, to 
the Creator ,) promiſes,and rewards z fauours, and bleſ- 
| ſings; he leaueth no meanes vn-allayed, vnattempted, be- 
| | forchedraw his ſword of yengeance. Further, cuen inthe 
Diuell,and the damned : Let vs behold their ſtate and con- 
| dition,and there ſhall we ſee the Merey of God: (wm pana 
1 ſemper miſericordia coninntta eft ; inſomuch , that Origen 
{ was of the opinion,thatthe Diuels ſhould be faued at the 
day of Iudgement. But their Worme ſhall not dye, faith 
£{«566.24-' | { the Prophet Eſay ; neither ſhall their fire ever be quench- 
IA.25.41: | ed, Thetorments prepared for the Diuell and his angels , 
| they areenerlaſting (as ſaith our Saviour.) And 8s Abra« 
Verſe | hamtold Diner, Luke 16. Betwixt vs and you there is a 
| great gulfe ; ſo that they which would come from ys to 
| you,cannot,neither they to vs , which would come from 
p thence : | 


—— ” 


| P/al.104.21. 
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{| cygand his Mercy gloricth againſt his Judgement. 
Laſtly,let vs behold, and conſider who itis that is thus 
{ mercifull? A God Almighey, and ſuch a God hat hathno 
need of any of hiscreatures : To whom itis that he ſhew- * 
eth mercy ? Eucnto his foes, and to ſuch ones that doe by 
| | nature rebell againſt him, How it is that he ſhewerh mer- 
\ cy? By ſending that innocent Lambe, to be afſacritice for 
] our offences. In whart it is that hee ſheweth Mercy? Inthe 
forbearance of our loathſome linnes, 
| Somethcreare,oncof athouſand,who peraduenture can 
| ſwallow an iniury ; or iftheir brother tranſgrelle againit 
them, with Peter, Forgme him till ſenen times : Butif wrong 
{ be ofcen iterated againſt ſuch aone that hath power to re- 
| ucnge, and in contempt of his wonted<lemency: Why? 
{ 'tis not Heſh and bloud that can brooke it. And yet our 
God: O gracious God ! How often doe wee contelt a- 
gainſt him? when a iult man linneth 7.times adayzHow of- 
ten haue we erred in our hearts, &c grieuved him wich our 
tranſgreſiion ? How often do we whet over tongues like ſwords, 
and bend our bower to ſhoote our arrowes, enen bitter words 4- 
| gainft-bis Maieſty + Whereas, although the world before 
him be like a little graine of a ballance z yea, as thedrop of 
| the morning dewe: for all this, he mercy vponall, | 
and winketh at the ſinnes of men, becauſe hee would that 
they ſhould amend ; So that among the gods,there is none 
{ like ynto the Lordz neither are there any workes like vato 
his workes, It is ſaid of the Woman inthe firſt of Kings, 
| that when her Child wasto be diuided, her bowels year. 
ned ypon her ſonne: and yet asadropto thevalt Occan, is 
| our compariſon in reſpe& of God,wholeloucis illimited 
| without dimenfion z whoſe fſc boundleſſe, withe 
out proportion z whoſe pity infinics, without limitation : 
for his mercy cndurethforcuer. ; 
So that being rapt with admiration, and aſtonied wich 


| chence: yet here hath he bounded his vengeance with mer- 


| the excellency of my preſens Subictt ; 1 finde that I w 
| 'E ut 
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| but duſt aud aſhes,and not able to comprebendwith ali Saints ; 
| bi quo magis quaro quod Muenam , eOmagis muenio, quod \ 
| queram. And therctore with Ariſtotle, natures chicfe Se- 
| cretary, who, forafmuch as he could not finde a reaſon of 
' the often ebbing and flowing of Ewryarin an amazement , 
' threw himſclfe into the Riuer; Let vs calt our {clues into. 
the Sea of Gods mercy,where w chall find neither banke | 
. nor bottome, andapply his laying to a better meaning ; | 
| Quoniam eg0 te now Capio, tu me Capias. | 
| Forto makchaltcontothe cloze of all; as his goodnes | 
| Is generall co all his creatures 3 ſoir1s more eſpeciall to his K 


tothe eyc; lorke beholding the mer- | 
| cies of God, which here is myltically meant thereby, doth 
kindle ſuch zeatein the hcares of the faichfull, that come 
there neuer ſo many waters ; come there never ſo many 
| guſts ; comethere never ſomany flouds, ro ouer whelme 
| them with calamirie, they ſhall neuer bee able to quench 
-or ſmotheric. Lerallthe afflitions of the world oppoſe 
| them ; let all che miſery of man attend them ; ler all the 
malice of cyranny oppretſc them ; and (like che Chers-} 
bins, with a laiming Swerd ) (tandall before chem, ready 
for encounter; FE» 
| Gravent Catens corphs, & longa fame 
CHMor: protrabater lemta, nowvincet fide, 
Uiewvike : | 
Let cheir bodies be laden with fetrers-; let chem bee 
ſtaru:d and pinde with Famine; let their death be lingring 
and tedious, and let them be kulled all thr day long : yet ( as | 
fairh-our Apoſtle) neither tribwlation, nor diftreſſs , nor per- 
ſeemion, nor famine, nor nakedneſſe, nor perill , nor ſword, 
ſhall be able toremone them from the lone of God: Rom. 8.3 5, 
Ocerd' peſſmm, vinci no poſſunt, ' And: foraſmuch as they | 
know by Faith,thatthey are here as Pilgrims & (trangers, 
and tharthey haue no City ofabiding, bur looke for one 
which is aboue; they do rake pleaſurc ininfumiries, in re- 
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| Holy Gholt,one blefſed and glorious Trinity, 


———— 


— —_—_—_—a—__n 4 le eo. 
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| _ Thegood Aduentire, 
—p_— —_— 
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| proches,in neceſlities,in per {ecurions, in dilirclics , and 
| ihmke they haue lmed long cnon0b when they might aye,to line 


od 


| for exer. They are like to Mount Venws, that Zabarel the | 


| Philoſopher ſpeakesof, whoſe top being reared abouethe 


| wich Paw! they areraprt into the third Heauen;with Srexen 
when they are in perfecution,they ſce the heavens openivg | 
ynto them, & che Sonnie litting at the right hand of God, 
O! who would not wiſh with Balaam, he might dic the 
, dzath of the righteous, which bringeth with tc a calme of 
; conſcience , the peace which pallerhall ynderſtanding ?. 
| Who would deſpaire of Gods louing kindnes,whe as eue-. 
| ry creature, Plant, & Trec;zman,and beaſtythe wicked,and 
' the Reprobare; the damned,and the Diuels, do dayly taſte 
of his bountifull goodnes ? Who would bee fo Storcally 
| gracclelſe,as to detraft from his compaſsion?for as the bea- 


| chat feare him. Wherefore, let vs follow the Apolitles ad- 
| ;monition : Let no corrwpt communication proceed from out a- 
ny of your monthes, but that which is good to the vſe of edufy- 
; :ng,that you may miniſter grace tothe Hearers.Griene not the 
haly Spirit of God,by whom ye are Sealed to the day of Kedewy- 
| tian. Let vs imbrace the long-ſufterance of the Lord, which 
| lcades vs by the friendly hand of his mercy, to blanch 
; Our ſoules 1n the Poole of Betheſda,tocleanſe our (ins with 
' theteares df repentance. Let vs returne with all our hems, 

with faſting, with weeping, and with mourning : Ler vs 
| magnific his bletTed Name; Mountaines,and all Hils;fruite 
| full Trees,andall Cedars ; Beaſts,and all Cartell; Wormes, 
2nd all teathered Fowle: Yong imen,and Maids ; old men, 
and Children ; high, and low ; rich,and poore, onewith 


| - Lord, euen God the Father, God the Sonne, God the 


from this timeforth. Amen, Amen. 


FINTS. 


wen it high aboue the earth, ſe _ is Þ11 mercy towards thews Fl 


another: And leteuery thing that hath breath, praiſe the 


| middle Region, is neuer ſubic& to [tormes, or imen 


Pbll,4-7. 


Ephe.q.28,29. 


Joel 1-13, 


Pjal.1 4.8. 


Pſal.uit. vero, 


